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FORT MONROE, Va.– Soldiers in professional-develop-

ment courses will soon be given a credit-card-size E-Card to

help them with research projects. 

The E-Card fits into a computer’s CD-Rom drive. When it

is inserted, it will automatically show the links to military

Web sites and other distance-learning resources. When the

soldier clicks on the name of the Web site, the connection is

made. 

“The cards will be given to soldiers attending courses on

levels above basic training and advanced individual training,”

said Col. Christopher Olson, director of Training

Development and Analysis Activity for Training and Doctrine

Command’s Deputy Chief of Staff for Training. 

Olson oversees the building of The Army Distance

Learning Program, for which the E-Card was developed. 

When the distance learning system is completed in fiscal

year 2003, he said there will be 700 classrooms equipped to

receive or originate interactive video and computer-based

training throughout the network. 

Students attending Non-commissioned Officer and Officer

Education Systems, as well as distance-learning courses will

be given an E-Card. 

Soldiers enrolled in The Army University Online, or

eArmyU, are issued computers with the information on the E-

Card already loaded. 

Soldiers should keep the card they are given, officials said.

When soldiers take future courses, they can use it again. If the

system has added or deleted Web site links, the card will be

automatically updated when it’s inserted into a computer CD-

Rom drive. 

The E-Card is based on similar cards used in industry. On

the plain side, the playing side, is a raised circle that fits into

the CD recess in the computer’s drive. Once the E-Card fits

into the recess and the tray is closed, the Web sites on the E-

Card are displayed. 

The cards currently contain 28 Web sites, but that will

increase, according to Jim Wood, information and marketing

contractor with Communication Technologies, the company

that makes the CD-Rom cards. 

“The next iteration will have more than 30 Web sites,”

Wood said. 

E-Card will help soldiers with studies 

Hill: What is your impression of

military members in Korea? The

Wolf Pack?

Begert: Korea in general, morale

is great. People know their jobs.

They understand that what

they’re doing’s important. The

Wolf Pack is the Wolf Pack,

which is to say the people are

really one big family. They’re

very focused and help one anoth-

er out. Very mission oriented.

Despite being a long way from

home and away from families,

morale is great here.

Hill: What messages about readi-

ness would you like to get out to

the troops here?

Begert: The need for readiness

and to keep our forces ready is

more important than it ever has

been. Readiness, what I see, is

very good. We’ve got some areas

that need work, not due to the

fault of anybody here in Korea,

but due to resourcing problems

from Washington and we’ll work

on making those better. I’m very

happy with what I’ve seen in

terms of readiness.

Hill: What are your thoughts

about the upcoming UCI in April?

Begert: Somebody asked me the

other day about whether we

should have a UCI, and my

answer is yes. We need to do that.

We need to do it for two reasons:

one is the readiness of the unit –

to make sure that we validate the

readiness. But more importantly

it’s to see what things we in the

headquarters need to do in the

way of policy changes or resourc-

ing changes and the only way to

do that is to go in with the IG to

look at things and have them

report back.

Hill: What does it mean to you to

be with your troops here at

Kunsan and Korea on

Thanksgiving?

Begert: There’s no place that I

would rather be than here in

Korea with the airmen who are

serving their country far from

family. We have a lot to be thank-

ful for on this Thanksgiving.

We’re a country under great

stress, but the country is looking

to us, men and women in uniform,

for protection and for getting the

mission done. People here in

Korea do it as well as anybody.

I’m awfully proud of everybody

here in the Wolf Pack and the job

that they’re doing and the way

that they’re going about the job.

The way they stick together to get

the job done. It’s great to see, and

very motivational for me.

caring custodians of the land and people

given over to the care of the Air Force. 

To the members of ACC, he said he

would not rest until he’s confident every

member of the team is trained and pre-

pared to perform effectively in any envi-

ronment and against any threat. His clos-

ing statement was directed to the men

and women of 7th AF under his care.

“I promise to the men and women of

7th Air Force that I will give my all to

ensure you have the tools and support to

do your job and the quality of life that is

worthy of your sacrifice,” he said.

Smith comes to Osan from Maxwell

Air Force Base, Ala., where for the past

two years he was the commander of the

Air Force Doctrine Center. The general is

a command pilot with more than 3,000

hours in nine different airframes, includ-

ing more than 165 combat missions in

Southeast and Southwest Asia in the A-1

Skyraider and the F-15E Strike Eagle.

Following the passing of the flag of

command, Begert presided over the

retirement of Heflebower, who served

the Air Force for more than 34 years.

“I started this Air Force journey for a

very, very simple reason - I wanted to fly

and the Air Force seemed to be the best

place to do it,” he said. “I will always be

proud of the fact that I’m a fighter pilot.”

But Heflebower quickly realized the

Air Force required more than flying.

“I quickly learned that the personal

satisfaction of successfully leading peo-

ple in a common cause is more rewarding

than most can imagine,” he said. “I’m

honored to end my career in the Air

Force as the commander of 7th Air

Force. 

“It is with great reluctance that I pass

the flag today only because I know what

I’m giving up,” he added. “However, I

could not be more proud that I’m passing

the mantle of command to such an extra-

ordinarily capable general officer, com-

bat leader and fighter pilot.”

Kunsan celebrates
Thanksgiving with
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Lt. Gen. Lance Smith takes command of 7th AF

Lieutenant Gen. Lance Smith took command of the Air Component Command and 7th Air
Force Nov. 19 during a ceremony at Osan Air Base.

Courtesy photo

AIRMAN LEADERSHIP GRADUATES

Congratulations to the following senior airmen
on their recent completion of Airman Leadership
School:

Hector Alcazar, 8th Maintenance Squadron

Paul Bailey 8th Security Forces Squadron (Distinguished

Graduate Award winner) 

Richard Baril, 35th Fighter Squadron

Mark Bragel, 35th FS

Jennie Gorrell, 8th Fighter Wing (Distinguished Graduate

Award winner)

Kevin Dales, 8th MXS

Donald Dunn, 80th Fighter Squadron 

Jason Fazio, 8th Operations Group

Stephen Gallagher, 8th Civil Engineer Squadron 

Christopher Gomez, 8th Communications Squadron 

Manuel Herrera, 8th CES (Distinguished Graduate Award

winner)

Daniel Hopersberger, 80th FS

Gabriel Johnson, 8th CES (John L. Levitow Award winner)   

Shawn Matter, 8th MXS

Brian Merrifield, 8th FW

Tracy Mitchell, 8th MXS 

Dwight Noel, 8th Services Squadron 

Jennifer Thibault, 8th CS (Academic Achievement Award

and Distinguished Graduate Award winner) 

Gary Russell, 8th CES

Daniel Weathersby, 80th FS


